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due the beſt Policy 


OR THE 


Miſchiefs of FACTIO N 


Shewed in the Character of an 


High, and of a Lom Church 
Clergy-Man. 


Cannot help being fh affected with the ma- 
ny Factions and Diviſions, which have of late _ 
appeared among us, in this Iſland of Great Bri- 
tain, which as it is ſurrounded and fortified by 
Manu with the ſame Sea, ſo it undoubtedly has, or 
ought to have, the ſame Intereſ.. 
The E briſt;an Religion is profeſſed all over it; and 
IJwe are all under one Monarch; and yet how lomeats- 


bly are we divided, ſubdivided and torn aſundec 
with Fattions and Parties, to the Scandal of our holy 3 ; 


Religion, the Diſturbance of the State, the Olſtruction 
of public Peace, the Foy of our Enemies, the Reproach 
of our Underflandings, the Zinderance of Trade, and 
the Confuflon of our Intereſt at Home and Abroad. 
whereas, were we all One, as we Ought to be, hou} 
much fill a greater Figure might we make in Eure 

than we have made? and how much more Peace at 
fame might we have? Were we all as honeſt as we 
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' ſhould be, how much Mony might the Nation have 
| faved, which has been ſquandered away? And how | 
many Lives of Brave Men> How much more exten. | 
foe might our Trade be? And conſequently, how | 
much richer muſt we have been in Men, Money, and 
Ships And alſo had we that pablick Spirit and | 
nion amongſt our ſelves, which tis apparently our 
Intereſt we ſhould have; our Fiſheries (which help | 
well to make our Neighbours rich) would not be al- 
lowed to ly thus aeglected: Our Poor would be much 
better looked after, the Poor-Zax laid out to more 
Advantage, and as many of them, as are capable of 
it, employed. In ſhort, what is there which can be 
reaſonably valued or eſteemed by us, which has not 


ſuffered by our Fattions and Diviſions 3 


It were eaſy to ſay a great deal to each of the Head: 
I have mentioned, but the Province would be too | 
large for me, were I to go through the Detail of 


our Divifions, the Conſequences of them, and their 


Remedies : 1 ſhall therefore confine my ſelf to one 
Branch of them, that of High Church, and Low- 
Church; Names both ending in Church, but extreamly | 
different in the Nature and Characters of thoſe to whom 


they belong. | 


The Learned need no Information from me, to 
make them underſtand the Characters of each of theſe ; | 
but there being many honeſt, well. diſpoſed People, led 


away to Fadtion, by the very Names, I think it may 


be of ſome T/ſeto ſuch, to have an impartial Defini- 
' tion of an High and a Low-Church- Man, ſo far as the 

| Clergy are concerned : For I will not meddle with the 
„% vent” oo oo nine 05 
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No before I give the Character of an High, or 


Low Church Clergy- Man, I think it may not be amiſs, 
to ſay what a Clergy Alan in general is; and then we 
can the better judge which of the two Parties is fitteſt 
to be accounted a good One. 7 

A Clergy-Man then in general, is a 
the World, by ſolemn Prayer, and other particular Rites 
and Ceremonzes, to the Service of Ged, in the Church, 
according to the Command of God in his holy Word, 


and primitive Practice: To bleſs the People of God in 
his Name To teach them his Will faithfully : And 

by his Authority, to adminiſter his holy Sacraments to 
them, according to his Inſtitution ; thereby con- 


veying the Holy Spirit, and all divine Graces, and 
Comforts neceſſary to Salvation, unto the worthy Re- 


ceivers : He is the Mouth of God to the People; and 
the Mouth of the People to God: He is the Ambaſſador 


of Jeſus Chriſt : And thoſe of the ſuperior Order, are 
more immediately Chriſt's Repreſentatives to Mankird, 


tor their Salvation, as being the regular Succeſſors of 
the Apoſles, with their ful Authority; and are called 
Biſhops, or Overſeers ; and thoſe of the other, in the 
particular Stations aſſigned them in the Church, are in 


a beautiful Subordinayion ; and all of them from the 
Higheſt to the Loweſt are under Chri/t, our Sovereign 
Lord and Redeemer, according to his Appointment, 


and the Catholick Uſage of the early Ages of Chriſtia- 


nity ; while even the outwardly viſible Gifts of the 


Holy Ghoſt were frequent in the Church. Now what 
greater Callisg can there be, or what more bonourable 


than this, how much ſoever of late deſpiſedand ridicu- 


led by the factious Free thinters, who have artfully 


inſinuated themſelves into the Converſation of this very 


Clergy, whom they ſo much undervalue, and have 
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#nſtilled their Atheiſtical Poyſon by their pretended Mit, 
to the Scandal of Diſcipline, and in a great meaſure, 
to the Subverſion of Chriſtianity it ſelf? 2» 
The Diſcipline of the Church, has always been | 
regidated by the Clergy; and every particular national | 
' Church, has ever been in Poſſeſſion of regulating its | 
Own Diſcipline, Modes of Worſhip and Ceremonies 
TCtill rolled of it by the Papacy) according to Circum- | 
ſtances and Times; but yet, with great Regard had 
to primitive Rules. The Church of England accord- 
ingly has framed for her ſelf, an admirable Liturgy, : 
Which the State has not only approved and ratifed, | 
but it alſo ſtands incorporated in its Laus: And there 
are ſeveral Circumſtances appointed by the Church, and 
approved by the State, at the admitting of a Man to 
Holy Orders, and of a Clergy-Man to a Living or Cure, | 
which both Church and State have thought fit to bind 
him to, by Oath and Subſcription. | 
' Theſe Things being premis d, I come now to give 
the Character of an High Church Clergy-May, which 
I take to be this; That being fully convinced, the 
Church of England is a right and true Church, Orthodox 7. 
and ſound in her Doctrine, and which hath no fnful Y D 
Terms of Communion ; which zmpoſeth nothing on her | 
Clergy, that is not juſt, honeſt, and reaſonable to com- 
ply with: He therefore does not -oggle at the Oaths 
and Subſcriptions, which he muſt tate and jigs by | 
Law, at his Admiſſion : And once being admitted, he 
makes Conſcience of keeping them inviolably, and dare 
not venture on any voluntary Or premeditated Breach 
| of any of them. For Example, As to the Oarh of 
Alegiance required of him; he firſt conſiders whether . 
it be due, and when he finds it is, and has taten it, he Y x 
' 10 then firmly J al to the Hing or Queen, to whom by * 
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took it, nor will he transfer it i legally, or at his own 
Pleaſure. His Oath of Canonical Obedience makes him 
not diſobey his Biſhop, while he commands nothing 


but what the Canons and the Laws jaſtify him in requi- 


ring. He has not the leaſt Thought or Inclination to 


alter the Doctrine of the Church : He never attempts to 
mangle the Church-Offces, or Prayers, by either adding” 
to them, or curtailiug them, or by jumbling them in- 


to any other Order, Manner, or Form, than what the 
Rubrick direfts, and the Ai of Uniformity enjoyss. 
He pays all Regard to the Ceremonies of the Church. 
He is no otherwiſe fond of Schiſmaticks, than to en- 
deavour their Return to the Church, and all this, be- 
cauſe of the Oath of God upon him. In ſhort, he is 
inclined to do his Duty, he has ſworn to do it, and he 
makes Conſcience of performing it duly and regu- 
larly. V 

5 Ga the other Hand, I take the Character of a Low- 
Church Clergy-Man to be this; One, who though he 
ſwears all the Oaths, and figns all the Declarations the 


High- Church Man doth, and. is conſequently as much 
bound to perform them as the other, yet doth ered 4 
Tribunal in his own Breaſt, and therein give himſelf a 


Diſpenſation for breaking all theſe Oaths and Declarations 
whenever he thinks fit; that is, whenever his wor/d!y 


Tntereſt, Party, or Cauſe, ſeem to require it of him. 


For Example, He makes no Scruple to change any 


Doctrine of the Church, which doth not ſquare with 


his preſent Views. He perverts the plain Meaning of 


his Allegiance, and transfers it at Pleaſure : He mangles 


the Prayers of the Church, by adding to them Plenty 


of his own Inventions, or by taking what is very good 


away; or at leaſt, he jumbles them, and ſays them o- 
therwiſe than the Rubrick direits ; He diſregards the 
VVV ' 2 Holy 
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and deſpiſeth her Rites and Ceremonies; he diſobeys his 


Biſhop (unleſs of his Party) as far as ever he may 


with Safetv to his Pocket; and, as far as he finds 


his Party is willing and able to ſupport him in ſuch 


Rebellion; Preaching, and Railing againſt him as an 
Innovator, for maintaining the old Hoctrines of the 


Church, Cc. He will be immoderately angry in | 
the Support of Moderation, which ſtill he would | 
not have the Diſſenters make uſe of towards the | 
Church, but only the Church towards the Diſſenters ; | 
to hom he is as meek as a Lamb, and all they do is 


very p/cahng in his Eyes: And he values, eſteems, and 


defend them, even for their Hypocritical, Occaſional 
Conformity, more than the true Sons of the Church, for 
their conſtant Adherence to her on her own Terms. And 
is not this more than popiſp Diſpenſation, in which he 
allows himſelf, evideatly tending to Avarchy, and Con- 
fuſion in both Church and State? For what elle is it 
to diſſolve the Obligation of the molt ſacred Des, 


making every Man Judge in his own Cauſe 2 In ſhort, 
thus he bids fair to undermine all Government, to propa” 


gate Atheiſm, and wound Chriſtianity in this Wand, 
with a mortal Wound under the ffrh Rib. Whereas | 
a Clergy Man being ſeparated from the Werld, becauſe 


the Hingdim he belongs to, as ſuch, is not of the 
World, ought not to be meddling with Parties and 
 Fattions : For his Buſineſs is, to fit the Subjetts of the 


Church under his Care for Heaven, and Happineſs ; | 
as it is the Bufineſs of a State to make its Subjects | 


wealthy, and outwardly Happy. 


All theſe Things would be cared, or prevented, 
were there IJategrity enough amongſt us; for then no 


Man would raft/y take Oaths, without ſirſt ſetting 


down, 


mw days of the Church, whether Feſtivals, | or Faſts; 


2005 R 


down, and duly weighing what he is to be bound t 


by ſuch Oaths, whether they be /awfulin themſelves, 
and impoſed by lawful Authority, and to ſupport and 
maintain lawful, honeſt Things, Whether they be 


ſuch as do not interfere with Religion, and a good 


Conſcience. And when once a Man is fully ſatisfied 
in al theſe Particulars, upon a ſtrift, difintereſted En- 


quiry, then to ſwear with a good Conſcience, and never 


to violate his Oath, 1s a Piece of Religion, rewardable 
by our Great Law giver. But 1t mult be a grievous 


Crime in any Man, to take Oaths raſhly for Profits 


thereby accruing to him ; much more to {wear with a 
Defign of doing effectual Diſſervice to the Church, or 
Crown he ſwears to ſupport : For that is down right 
Treachery, as well as Perjury, in the very Ad of 


Seng. 5 „ 
Gentlemen of Honour in tlie Armies abroad, who 


call themſelves Soldiers of Fortune, do handſomly 


enough extricate themſelves, when under any Diſli- 
culty, becauſe of their Side, and the Oaths they have 
taken to ſupport it: For, upon Conviction, that they 
have been fighting for a wrong Cauſe, or on a wrong 
Side ; their Rule 18. to lay down their Commiſſions, and 


all the Pay and Profits ariſing jrom them, beſore 


they think themſelves ſafe in Hononr, to leave that 


Side, notwithſtanding they are fatisfy'd, they can 


ſerve it honeſtly no longer: And then, when they are 


once free (as they judge) they next chuſe the Side, 
in the Support of which, upon Conv/ction, after Eu- 
quiry, they like beſt to venture their Lives. And this 
I muſt ſay, is ſo far done like Men of /Zenour ; and 

I wiſh our Low-Church Clergy would govera themſelves 
as honourably ; and according to their Practice, as 
foon as they ceaſe to be true ro the Church, ſhould. 


85 likewiſe 
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| likewiſe ceaſe to be ſupported by the Church. For is . 
it not a diſmal Thing, that a Clergy-Man ſhould be Nome 
eating the Bread of the Church, when he makes it Nes 
his chief Buſineſs to break down her Walls and Bul. | Souls 
warks, and to open her Sluces, that her Enemies may Iman) 
the more ea/ily come in upon her, like an Hundat ion, who 
to deſtroy her? Surely it were much fairer, much fons, 
more honourable in the Sight of God, and in the Eye Ito th 
of the World, to renounce her Livings, at the ſame | plen 
Time they renounce her; and turn Diſſenters, Cami. A 
ſars, or any Thing, and live upon the Szock, or Cha- , 
rity of thoſe of the ſame Principles with themſelves, Cre. 
than to make the Church maintain her Enemies in her t 
Boſom, who are watchful to undermine and raine her, | plats 
by ſapping her Foundations, and making as many her 
as they can catch in their Snares, believe her the 
a Monſter of Deformity, by robbing her at once, both U 
of her Eſſentials and her Ornaments, that none may whe 
ſee any Beauty in her. e whe 
Many are the 24 Conſequences which attend the alte 
unaccountable Factious Practices of the Low Church. obi 
One is, that the Well meaning People under their C 
Care, when they find their ſpiritual Guides make no- the 
thing of ſwearinz, and forſwearing, vowing, and break: Tre 
Ing their moſt ſolemn Vows and Premiſes, are apt to all 
think, the Church and Principles they are of, and mo 
ſwore to maintain, are not worth defending, and ſo all, 
do impute this their Perfidiouſneſs and Treachery, not the 
ſo much to the Perſons guilty of it (which were jaſt n 
in them to do) as to the Church to which they Belong; Y 
and her Doctrines, Worſhip, and Ceremonies: And ſo 
when they are thus betrayed into a Contempt of her, Y Int 
they either come at laſt to renounce all Religion as a} 
meer Trick and Prieſt craft; or they look about for bu 
Sd I ſome lol 
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Jome other Communion, where they hope to find more 


lntegrity, and in which they will rather venture their 


Souls. And when once they are thus made to ftagger, 
many of them become a Prey to Romiſb Emiſſaries, 
v ho are every where at hand to lay hold on ſuch Occa- 
ons, and gain Proſelytes to their Church: And indeed 


Ito their Foy and our Shame, they do thus reap too 


plentiful a Harveſt. | 
Another miſchievous Effect of Lom. Church Modera- 
ion, and factious Practices, eſpecially in deſpifing the 
ceremonies of the church, and trimming with Diſſenters, 
is, that after they have, in Favour of Diſſenters, ex- 
E plained away the Articles of the Church; and robbed 
her of her /awful Decent, and uſeful Ornaments, to 


the Scandal of the moſt Orthodox Chriſtians among 


us, and of all the Chriſtian Churches in the World, 
who have any Regard to primitive Catholick Uſages, 
who are thus hardened againſt our Reformation: I ſay 


after all this, the Diſſenters, are fo lar from being 


obliged by thele Methods, or from returning to the 
Communion of the Church, from their Schiſm, that 
they deſpiſe her the more; and though they love the 
Treaſon, yet they hate the Traytors ; notwithflanding 


all their unlawful Condeſcentions, turn more and 


more impudent, expecting the Church ſhould ſurrender 
all, wherein they think fit to differ from her, whe- 


ther Doctrines, Worſhip, or Ceremonies : And make 
no Doubt of accompliſhing her Overthrow ſome Time 


or other, by the FALSE BRET HREN, whoare 


ſo apt to ſurrender her Rights, whenever their worldly - 


Intereſt, or a Party prompt them to do it. 
But that this is not the Way to gain the Diſſenters 


5 


but on the contrary, to Harden them in their Sin, 


long Experience hath taught us: For their Principle 
V 5 is, 
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is, not to yield a2) Thing to the Church, NOT 4 
HO OF: They are for ALL, or NOTHING, 
ROOT and BRANCH V ORA; and let the 
Church be as yielding to them as ſhe pleaſeth, till ſne 
ſurrender her very CONSTITUTION, and her 
Apoſtolical Succeſſion of Biſhops, they will never be 
heartily reconcil d to her. A pregnant Tuſtance of this we I! 
have had in our Neighbourhood in Scotland ſince the 
' Reſtoration : King Charles II. was over-perſwaded, 
that the People of Scotland were ſuch fferce Presby- | 
terians, and had fo great an Averſion to the Book of 
Common Prayer, that if he reſtored the Liturgy of that | 
Church with her Epiſcopacy, they would all take Arms 
again, but if he would fo far comply with them, as to 
_ oblige the Clergy to pray in publick without Book, there 
would quickly be no Presbyterians in Scotland. Which | 
was done accordingly : But the Presbyterians ſoon | 
diſcover d, that the Extirpation of Epiſcopacy Root 
and Branch, was what alone could give them Satis 
fadlion, as to the Church. For in very few Years after | 
they rais'd a Rebellion, and were defeated at a Place 
near Edinburgh, called Pentland Hills. And to ſhew 
their Datifulneſs and Civility to the King, who had 
been ſo tender of them, as ſoon as they thought they 
had again gathered Strength enough to rebel, they did 
again rebel in the Year 1679, having firſt baſely and 
inhumanly committed a moſt barbarous, ſacrilegious 
Parricide, in the Murther of Dr. Sharp, Arch Biſhop 
of St. Andrews. Nor could many of their Party be 
enticed to fave their Lives, upon the honeſt and eaſy 
Terms of owning that Parricide to be a Murther, and Ji. 
of praying to God to bleſs the King. And after all the re 
Pains the Government took to gain them to the Church fe 
by COMPARE HENSTON, to the great Fol of = = 
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che Church; yet they had always a better Opinion of 
„che Church of England Clergy, than of their own: 
And the Reaſon was, the Engliſh Clergy did then keep 
up to their Principles ; and tho the Scotch Clergy had 
che ſame Principles, yet the State forced them to 2 

Compliance with the Diſſenters, in that Point of Pray - 
ing without Book in p»b/zck, for which the other ha- 
ted them. From all which, it is evident, that the 
beſt Way to gal with the Diſſenters, is, never to 
vield ſo much as one Circumſtance to them: For the 
more they ger, the more they ſtill would have and do 
expect. N „ 7 
have a great deal of Compaſſion for a conſciencious 
Diſſenter, whether he be fo by Prejudice of Education, 
or by a wrong Turn of Reading, 7. hinking, or Converſa- | 

tion; and (IJ hope) I ſhall never with to ſee any ſuch 

Y perſecated; God forbid ; yet I freely own, J hear- 
tily wiſh to ſee Occaſtonall Conformity effectually ſup- 

preſs d, and made of no Uſe to the Hypocrites and . 

Latitudinarians who practice it: But I can have no 
compaſſion or Charity (as it is commonly called) ſor a | 

Clergy- Man, who continues to live upon the Church. 

| and at the ſame time, preaches againſt any of her 

Doctrines, or ridicules her Worſhip and Ceremonies, or 

deſpiſeth them; or if he dare not, for ſear of lofing 

his Income, profeſs himſelf her open Enemy, yet rea. 

with ſuch, and endeavours her Ruin, as far as he is a- 

ble. From ſuch Low-Clergy, good Lord deliver his 

Honeſtly ever has been, and ever will be the beſt Po- 

licy, and brings a Man Peace in the End. It is very 

remarkable, that few have gone out of this good Road 

for politick, worldly Ends, but ſooner or later, they, 

or theirs, have been met with, for ſo doing, of which, 
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5 that Pr ince did come into England, and reigned ſeveral | 


| CW) 
I ſhall give you two very appoſite Inſtances, and thoſe 
of no old Date. Ge ISI >. 
Parſons, alias Doleman, the Feſuite, put his Inven- 
tion upon the Stretch, to ſerve his Church, by doing 
all he was able to hinder Xing James I. becauſe 
a Proteſtant, from coming to the Crown of England : 
And being a Man of great Parts, Capacity, and Learn- 
ing, he wrote a Book upon that Argument, and ſaid 
all that could be ſaid upon it: But all did not do; for 


Years over England, very happily, notwithſtanding. | 
But theſe very Arguments of Doleman, were new 
vamp d, and made ule of by the Repablican Party, who Y ;- 
had a mind to keep King James II. from the hir 
Crown, by the Bill of Excluſion, for his being a Papiſt : 2 
And I think there the Papiſt was met witn. 
It is well worth Not ice, that the political Writings of the 
that cunning Jeſuiteʒ have been the Foundation of molt of. Ar 
our Anti monarchichal, or Republican Syſtems, and Wri- 
tings ever ſince; notwithſtanding all the Noiſe that , 
Sett of Men commonly make againſt Popery : Which YI po 
ſhews, their Outcry againſt the Church of Rome and Po- 


pery, io be more to ſerve a Turn, than owing to any real to 
Averſion, they have to them. And this is {till the more in; 


pparent, becauſe, tis certain they have matriculated I ſei 
ſeveral of the worſt Things of Popery into their Poli- wy 
ticks, nay, ſuch Things as none but the worſt of the 
Feſuits hold; and ſuch as all the beſt Papiſts do openly 
declare againſt, and abhor, ſuch as Xing-Killing, &c. p, 
Is it not an odd Scene then to ſee Low-Church cry, fo 
POPERT, POPE RT upon High Church,when they of 
value themſelves upon being One and the ſame with the 70 
wort ſort of Papiſts, in ſeveral very material Principles 
of Doctrine and Politicks ; which they are at much 
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more Pazns to defend, than the contrary Doctrines of 
the Church, which they have ſworn to maintain. 
The other Inſtance is, in the French King, who is 
now reaping the Benefit of having firſt taught the Ca- 
talans to rebel. yy Vows, ve pe 
have given you two Inftances of the Folly of for- 
ſaking Honeſty ſor Politicks : I ſhall now give but one 
Inſtance (of many that might be given) which ſhews, 
that when Honeſty is at the loweſt Ebb, leaſt modiſh, 


| and moſt deſpiſed, yet even then, tis the beſt Policy. 


Doctor Juxon, Biſhop of London, had the Honeſty to 
adviſe his Maſter King Charles the Firſt, not to paſs the 
Bill againſt the Earl of Strafford; yet after that he had 


Leave to attend the A ing on the Scaffold, and to give 


him Chriſtian Burial in Windſor , and had better 
Nuarter from the Rebels, during the whole Courſe of 
that long Rebellion, than any of thoſe who allowed 


their Politichi to get the better of their Conſciences: 


„ 


And he ſaw an End put to that great Rebellion which 
was begun under Pretence of redreſſing a few tolerable 
Grievances, was carryed on by Jeſuitical Maxims and 
Politicts, to protect the Proteſtant Religion againſt Po- 
pery; And under Colour of promoting Piety, bid fair 
to extirpate Chriſtianity; which coſt theſe Nations an 
infinite Treaſure of Blood and Money, inſtead of pre- 
ſerving their Liberty and Property, as was pretended : 
Which brought the Yicegerent of God to the Block, 
as an undutiful Servant of the People; reproaching him 
as a Papiſt, when he was dying a Martyr for the true 
Proteſtant Religion: And that the Party which had 
ſo wickedly uſurped the Government, Eſtates and Money) 

of theſe once flouriſhing Aingdoms, might keep Poſe 
ſeſſron of their unjuſt Purchaſes, they bound theſe Nx a- 
tions by ſolemn Oaths, utterly to abolith Xingly Go. 
FF „ 1 Lefument 


"aw An End put to this Cont Hor, Kaige, Dre 
pation, . Shedding of Blood, &c. by 
oration . of AUO: Charks-; 
He Was then * 
Ts; Canterbary,”4 
© to pu ie Crown upon the 
ad. of the Royal. W Son. Here Honeſty had 
m in this World: © 
To conclude; As Leg Man Who lives u 


— 


* * 


FCharafter, and makes Conſcience of doing his Du 

to God and Man, cannot be too much — and 
reſpeFed; ſo the uglieſt Monſter Icain think of, is, 4 
ARBPUBLICAN, FACTIOUS, DISSENT. 
ING, CHURCH OF ENGLAND C LER. 
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